From: Etelka R. Griffin 
Location: EIC 3600 
KNOX/4B68 
Phone:571-272-4230 

Etelka.griffin@uspto.gov 



Attached are Litigation Search Results in: 
Lexis Nexis 
Courtlink 
Questel Orbit 

No Litigation was found for Serial Number 10/799492. 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 



Gary Hartmann 

Location Knx2A11 

Art Unit: 3671 

Employee* 74158 

Friday, April 03, 2009 

Case Serial Number: 10/799492 




Thanks 
Etelka 



Application Number Information Pa 8 e 1 of 1 



Application Number Information 

Application Number: 10/799492 
Assignments 

Filing or 371(c) Date: 03/12/2004 eDan 
Effective Date: 03/12/2004 
Application Received: 03/15/2004 
Patent Number: 
Issue Date: 00/00/0000 
Date of Abandonment: 00/00/0000 
Attorney Docket Number: 032687 08 
Status: 89 /ALLOWANCE COUNTEP 
Confirmation Number: 5902 



Examiner Number: 77697 / PECHHOLD. 
ALEXANDRA 

Group Art Unit: 36J7J. IFW Madras 

Class/Subclass: 405/284.000 
Lost Case: NO 
Interference Number: 
Unmatched Petition: NO 
L&R Code: Secrecy Code: 1 
Third Level Review: NO 



Secrecy Order: NO 
Status Date: 10/28/2005 



Oral Hearing: NO 

Title of Invention: COMPRESSIBLE WELDED WIRE WALL FOR RETAINING EARTHEN 
FORMATIONS 



1 Bar Code PALM Location 


Location Date 


Charge to Loc 


Charge to Name 


Employee Name Location j 



Info 



11 l^lllllllllll ^MMMI iiiiiiiiiiiata j 



Search Another: Application # 



or Patent# f 



PCT / j J / [ 



orPG PUBS#F 

m 



Attorney Docket # j 
Bar Code #j 





ilillll 


m 



To go back, right click here and select Back. To go forward, right click here and select Forward. To refresh, right click here 

and select Refresh. 

Back to OASIS I Home page 



htt p://EXPOWEBl :8001/cgi-bin/expo/GenInfo/snquerv.pl7APPL 10=10799 492 



http://expowebh 4/3/09 



* 

Continuity/Reexam Information 



Page 1 of 1 



Continuity/Reexam Information for 10/799492 



Parent Data 

10799492 . filed 03/12/2004 

is a reissue of 09568338 . filed 05/10/2000 



Child Data 
No Child Data 



eexam 



Search Another: Application # J" 



or Patent# 



IBB 



PCT/) l[ 



III 



or PG PUBS # [ 

I 



Attorney Docket # f~ 
Bar Code # | 



To go back, right click here and select Back. To go forward, right click here and select Forward. To refresh, right click here 

and select Refresh. 

Back to OASIS I Home page 



http://expoweb 1 :800 l/cgi-bin/expo/ContData/contData.pl?APPL_ID=l 0799492&default_seri 4/3/09 



Application Number Information 



Page 1 of 1 



Application Number Information 

Application Number: 09/568338 



Filing or 371(c) Date: 05/10/2000 eDan 
Effective Date: 05/10/2000 
Application Received: 05/11/2000 
Patent Number: 625227J 
Issue Date: 03/19/2002 
Date of Abandonment: 00/00/0000 
Attorney Docket Number: HFKP-300 
Status: 150 /PATENTED CASE 
Confirmation Number: 8111 



Examiner Number: 77697 / PECHHOLD. 
ALEXANDRA 

Group Art Unit: 36J3 IFW Madras 

Class/Subclass: 405/284.000 
Lost Case: NO 
Interference Number: 
Unmatched Petition: NO 
L&R Code: Secrecy Code:l 
Third Level Review: NO 



Secrecy Order: NO 
Status Date: 03/01/2002 



Oral Hearing: NO 

Title of Invention: COMPRESSIBLE WELDED WIRE WALL FOR RETAINING EARTHEN 
FORMATIONS 



Bar Code 


PALM Location 


Location Date 


Charge to Loc 


Charge to Name Employee Name 


Location] 



Appln m 
Info 



or Patent* ( = 



Search Another: Application # 



PCT/[ 




o^gPUBS # r 



Attorney Docket # f 
Bar Code # | 



To go back, right click here and select Back. To go forward, right click here and select Forward. To refresh, right click here 

and select Refresh. 

Back to OASIS I Home page 



htt p://EXPOWEBl :8001/cgi-bin/expo/GenInfo/snquerv p1?APPL ID=09568338 



http://expowebl:8001/cgi-bin/expo/GenInfo/snquery.pl?APPL_ID=09568338 



4/3/09 



Search - 1 Result - patno=63 57970 



Page 1 of 2 




ply Lexte™||search||Research Tasksf§Get a Documen^S^epardts^^lertsllTotal LitigatorgTransactional A 



Switch CUent \ Preferences i Sign Oul \ [HHetp 





Advanced 



Source: Legal > fyea of Law - Bv Topic > Patent Law > Find Patents > More U.S. Patent* > Utility, Design and Plant 
Patents i|i 

Terms: patno=6357970 ( Edit Search | Suggest Ter ms for Mv Search) 



REISSUE: March 12, 2004 - Reissue Application filed Ex. Gp.: 3673; Re. S.N. 10/799,492 
(O.G. June 15, 2004) 

INVENTOR: Hilfiker, Harold K. - Eureka, California, United States (US)Hilfiker, William B. - 
Eureka, California, United States (US) 

APPL-NO: 568338 (09) 

FILED-DATE: May 10, 2000 

GRANTED-DATE: March 19, 2002 

ASSIGNEE-PRE-ISSUE: May 10, 2000 - ASSIGNMENT OF ASSIGNORS INTEREST (SEE 
DOCUMENT FOR DETAILS)., HILFIKER PIPE COMPANY 3900 BROADWAYEUREKA, 
CALIFORNIA, 95503, Reel and Frame Number: 011029/0530 

ASSIGNEE-AT-ISSUE: Hilfiker Pipe Company, Eureka, California, United States (US), United 
States company or corporation (02) 

CORE TERMS: mat, lift, wire, backing, reinforcing, soil, transverse, longitudinal, floor, 
successive ... 

ENGLISH-ABST: 

An improved method and apparatus for constructing a soil reinforced earthen retaining wall 
wherein successive soil reinforcing mats embedded within an earthen formation have bent-up 
face elements which are slidably engaged to enable the earthen formation to settle without 
bulging the face elements. Backing mats are disposed behind the face elements for 
movement relative thereto in generally vertical planes. The backing mats serve to support 
the successive soil reinforcing mats and permit the mats to more toward one another to 



568338 (09) 6357970 March 19, 2002 



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE GRANTED PATENT 



6357970 



Get Drawing Sheet 1 of 8 
Access PDF of Official Patent * 
Order Patent File History / Wrapper from REEDFAX© 
Link to Claims Section 



March 19, 2002 



Compressible welded wire wall for retaining earthen formations 



https://www.lexis.com/research/retrieve?^m=7292023 1 a90b42e23bd7ea9c07907ccc& Jmtstr. . . 4/3/09 



Search - 1 Result - patno=63 57970 



Page 2 of 2 



accommodate settling of the formation without bulging of the face elements. 



Source: Legal > Area of Law - Bv Topic > Patent Law > Find Patents > More U.S. Patents > Utility, Design and 
Patents jgij 

Terms: patno=6357970 ( Edit Search | Suggest Terms for MY Sggrch) 
View: Custom 

Segments: Abst, Assignee, Date, English-title, Filed-date, Inventor, Legal-status, Reissue 
Date/Time: Friday, April 3, 2009 - 11:25 AM EDT 



Mv Lexis™ | Search | Research Tasks | Get a Document | Shepard's® [ Alerts f Total Litigator I Transactional 

Advisor I Counsel Selector 
History | Delivery Manager ] Switch Client I Preferences I £ifln_Qml I Hfilft 




About LexisNexis | Terms 8l Conditions | Contact Us 
L6XlSN6XiS^ Copyright © 2009 LexisNexis, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. Ail rights 
reserved. 



https://wwJexisxom^ 4/3/09 



LexisNexfe® Total Research System 



Switch Client I Preferences | Sign Out S Hi Help 

fSy Lex/s™i;J|searchpResearch Tasks||Get a Documen||s/ieparcrV^ Litigator||Transactional A 

by Source j by Topic or Headnote | by Guided Search Form | by Dot Command | 



Command Searching > News, All (English, Full Text) |§ 
Search 

:f" Enter Search Terms 

Terms and Connectors Natural Language Easy Search™ 



6357970 or 6,357,970 



Restrict by Document Segment 

Select a document segment, enter search terms for the segment, then click Add. 



1111 



Suggest terms 
for my search 



fihert spelling 



Note: Segment availability differs between sources. Segments may not be applied consistently across sources. 



I 



Mv Lex/s™ | Search | Research Tasks | Get a Document | Shepard's® | Aleffc I TQtal Litigator | Transactional 

Advisor | Counsel Selector 
History | Delivery Manager | Switch Client | Preferences | Sign Out | Help. 



Search - No Documents Found 



Page 1 of 1 



No Documents Found 

No documents were found for your search terms 
'6357970 or 6,357,970" 



Click "Save this search as an Alert" to schedule your search to run in 
the future. 



Click "Edit Search" to return to the search form and modify your 
search. 

Suggestions: 

• Check for spelling errors . 

• Remove some search terms, 

• Use more common search terms, such as those listed in 
"Suggested Words and Concepts" 

• Use a less restrictive date range. 



-OR- 





About LexisNexis | Terms & Conditions | Coptact Us 
Li8XtSN6XiS^ Copyright © 2009 LexisNexis, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights 
reserved. 



https://vww.leri^ 



4/3/09 



Search by Source 



Page 1 of 2 



LeXISNexfe® Total Research System 



Switch Client j Preferences j Sign Out ! [^Help 



py Lex/s^i|searchlResearch TaskspGet a Documen^S/repard^^l^tsKTotal Litigatorl|Transactional A 
| by Source | *V Topic or Headnote | by Guided Search Form { by Dot Command j 



Legal > Area of Law-Bv Topic > Patent Law > Search News > LegaJ New? > Patent, Trademark & 
Copyright Periodicals, Combined H 

Search 

Enter Search Terms 

® Terms and Connectors O Natural Language O Easy Search™ 



6357970 or 6,357,970 



Suggested Words and Concepts for Entered Terms: 

six-tenth NswYprK ^ssmsm bate 

game Commerce Department ecopomjst IncpjDfi 

inning scored 9231 d^ft 

victory team homer DIP* 

rose played inflation S^findlnc 

round pitch straight 



shot 



Restrict by Document Segment 

Select a document segment, enter search terms for the segment, then click Add 



r 



suggest terms, 



for my search 



jSelect a Segment 

Note: Segment availability differs between sources. Segments may not be applied consistently across sources. 



Restrict by Date 



g> jNo Date Restrictions ||§ o Fromf 



To j ; Date formated 



-Search Connectors 

g£Dd and 

§PX or 

%M within N words 



pre/N precedes by N words 
||>. f^ore Connectors & Commands.. 



wip in same paragraph 

w/seg jn same segment 

wis in same sentence 
and not and not 



How Do I...? 

* Qo mftne sources? 
>• Rest rict by date? 

>• Restrict bv document segmen t ? 

* \fa w«^qrfft as placeholders for one or more Phaffr 
term? 

|| yjew T^prjflg . : . , 



My Lex/s™ | Search | Research Tasks | Get a Document | Sheoard's® | Alerts | Total Utiqator | Transactional 

Advisor | Counsel Selector 
History | Denverv Manager | Switch Client [ Preferences [ SignOut | Hejp. 

_ < ^ t AboMt lexlsNexis, I T»rm$fr conditions I contact Us 
I LeXISNeXJ^ Cop yright© 2009 LexisNexIs, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. Ail rights 
f reserved. 



https://ww1exis.com/research/form/search?_m=d9daf39042ca9023b5f49eb5ee67199c&docn... 4/3/09 



Search - No Documents Found 



Page 1 of 1 



No Documents Found 

No documents were found for your search terms 
M 6357970 or 6,357,970" 



Click "Save this search as an Alert" to schedule your search to run in 
the future. 



Click "Edit Search" to return to the search form and modify your 
search. 

Suggestions: 

• Check for spelling errors . 

• Remove some search terms. 

• Use more common search terms, such as those listed in 
"Suggested Words and Concepts" 

• Use a less restrictive date range. 



-OR- 





About LexisNexis | Terms & Conditions | Contact gs 
* LfiXlsNeXtS* Copyright © 2009 LexisNexis, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights 



reserved. 



https://ww.lexisx^ 4/3/09 



Search by Source 



Page 1 of 1 



LtXisNeXfe^ Total Research System 



Switch Client ! Preferences | Sign Out j |§ He, P 



jllfyZex^^ Lltigator||Transactional A 

| by Source | by Topic or Headnote | by Guided Search Form | by Dot Command j 

Lega] >/.../> Patent Cases from Federal Courts and Administrative Materials : ii 
Search 

|f" Enter Search Terms 

: © Terms and Connectors O Natural Language O Easy Search™ 



6,357,970 or 6,357,970 



1|p| sygggsUfijms 
31: for my ^rch 



Restrict by Document Segment 

Select a document segment, enter search terms for the segment, then click Add. 
^ j Select a Segment 



Add i f ; 



|| Note: Segment availability differs between sources. Segments may not be applied consistently across sources, 
f Restrict by Date 



| ® jNo Date Restrictions 3 q From 



]T»r 



Pats formats,. 



Search Connectors 

:: : ;and and 
tiM or 
•i ? :MM within N words 
: pre/N precedes by N words 

m 

m> More Connectors & Commands,. 



wip. in same paragraph 

wjseg in same segment 

wis in same sentence 

and HPt and not 



How Do I...? 

* Combine sources? 

> Restrict by date? 

> Restrict by document segment? 

* Use wildcards as placeho lders for one or more chare 
term? 



View Tutorials 



Mv Lex/s™ | Search | Research Tasks | Get a Document | Shepard's® | Alerts | Total Litigator | Transactional 

Advisor 1 Counsel Selector 
History | Delivery Manager | Switch Client | Preferences, | Sign Out | ijelp. 



^ ^ k a , About MttisNexis I Terms & conditions I contact y§ 
W L6XiSN^XiS e Copyright © 2009 LexisNexis, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights 
reserved. 



https:/Mwlexis.com/research/form/search?_m=79ca4f0e998e9aalc27a9f9f653n89d&csi=9... 4/3/09 



Search - No Documents Found 



Page 1 of 1 



No Documents Found 

No documents were found for your search terms 
"6,357,970 or 6,357,970" 



Click "Save this search as an Alert" to schedule your search to run in 
the future. 



Click "Edit Search" to return to the search form and modify your 
search. 

Suggestions: 

• Check for spelling errors . 

♦ Remove some search terms. 

♦ Use more common search terms, such as those listed in 
"Suggested Words and Concepts" 

• Use a less restrictive date range. 



About LexisNexis | Term? Conditions | Contact Us 
J* Copyright © 2009 LexisNexis, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights 



-OR- 





reserved. 



https://ww.i^ 4/3/09 



LexisNexis CourtLink - Patent Search - Searching Page 1 of 1 



L^xisNfexis* Cloy fit ink * 

My Briefcase ^1 Order Runner Documents | Available Courts | Total Litigator | l_exis.com | gign Out | Learning Center 

Welcome, Etelka Griffin 



j Single Search - with Terms and Connectors 

| jEnter keywords - Search multiple dockets & documents ™ '^^^ s^htTps 



^My CourtLink || Search |§ Dockets & Documents ||| Track §j| Alert ||| Strategic Profiles |||My Account |^ 
"i||f Search > Patent Search > Searching 

Patent Search 6357970 4/3/2009 



No cases found. 



(Charges for search still apply) 



? ■ About LexisNexis | Terms & Conditions | Pricing | Privacy | Customer Support - 1-888-311-19 
| Copyright © 2009 LexisNexis®. All rights reserved. 



https://w3.courtlinkJexisnexis.com/Search/PatentSearch_Run.aspx 



4/3/09 



1/1 FAMPAT - <S>Questel 
Family Accession Hbr : 

20042800337495 
Patent Number : 

US6357970 Bl 20020319 [US6357970] 

Title : 

Compressible welded wire wall for retaining earthen formations 
Patent Assignee : 

HILFIKER PIPE COMPANY 
Orig. Patent Assignee : 

Hilfiker Pipe Company, Eureka CA [US] 
Inventor (s) : 
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-Barry R. Christopher, etc., "The Heavy Duty Geogrid Wall," Civil 
Engineering, May 1988, pp. 75-77. 
Abstract ; 
(US6357970) 

An improved method and apparatus for constructing a soil reinforced 
earthen retaining wall wherein successive soil reinforcing mats embedded 
within an earthen formation have bent-up face elements which are 
slidably engaged to enable the earthen formation to settle without 
bulging the face elements. Backing mats are disposed behind the face 
elements for movement relative thereto in generally vertical planes. The 
backing mats serve to support the successive soil reinforcing mats and 
permit the mats to more toward one another to accommodate settling of 
the formation without bulging of the face elements.. 
Object of Invention : 
(US6357970) 

The present invention relates to the retention of earthen formations 
and, more particularly, is concerned with a retaining and reinforcing 
mechanism made up of welded wire mats having face sections which are 
secured to one another. 



In its more specific aspects, the invention is concerned with an 
improved method and apparatus which accommodates settling of the earthen 
formation, without bulging of the face sections of the wall. 
The present invention provides a welded wire reinforced soil retaining 
wall where the horizontal soil reinforcing elements may move toward one 
another in response to the settling of an earthen formation, without 
bulging of the face sections. 

A principal object of the invention is to provide a soil reinforced 
retaining wall utilizing welded wire soil reinforcing elements having 
face sections which can accommodate settling of the retained earthen 
formation, without bulging. 

Another object of the invention is to provide such a wall in which the 
face maintains its integrity and aesthetic appearance, even where 
settlement of the earthen formation takes place. 

Still another object of the invention is to provide such a wall which 
will adapt to the settlement of a retained earthen formation which 
frequently occurs as the result of inadequate compaction of fill and/or 
poor fill quality. 

Yet another object of the invention is to provide such a wall in which 
the soil reinforcing elements are securely held together during erection 
of the wall, while still permitting relative movement of the elements 
in response to settlement of the earthen formation being retained. 
Still another and more specific object is to provide such a wall wherein 
the number of components and their complexity is no greater than that 
of other soil enforced wire walls presently in use. 

Another object is to provide such a wall which maintains its integrity 
throughout its life. 
Independent Claims : 
(US6357970) 

1. A soil reinforced retaining wall for an earthen formation, 
comprising: 

a) a plurality of welded wire soil reinforcing mats successively 
embedded in the formation one above the other in generally horizontal 
spaced relationship, each mat having a generally horizontal floor 
comprised of a gridwork of wires and a face comprised of generally 
vertically extending wires wherein the wires of the face of each mat are 
held against horizontal displacement by the reinforcing mat thereabove 
and are free to move vertically relative thereto; and, 

b) a welded wire backing mat disposed behind the vertically extending 
wires of the face of each reinforcing mat for movement relative thereto 
in a generally vertical plane, each backing mat having an element for 
supporting engagement with the next successive reinforcing mat 
thereabove and being spaced from the floor of the reinforcing mat 
therefor to permit the next successive reinforcing mat to settle to 
accommodate settling of the earthen formation. 

9. A method of constructing a soil reinforced retaining wall for an 
earthen formation, comprising: 

a) embedding a plurality of welded wire soil reinforcing mats in the 
formation in generally horizontal spaced relationship to one another so 
that each mat has a generally horizontal floor comprised of a gridwork 
of wires and a face comprised of generally vertically extending wires 
wherein the wires of the face of each reinforcing mat are held against 
horizontal displacement by the mat thereabove and are free to move 
vertically relative thereto; and, 

b) positioning a welded wire backing mat behind the vertically extending 
wires of the face of each reinforcing mat for movement relative thereto 
in a generally vertical plane, each backing mat being disposed for 
supporting engagement with the next successive reinforcing mat 
thereabove and being spaced from the floor of the reinforcing mat 
therefor to permit the next successive reinforcing mat to settle to 
accommodate settling of the earthen formation. 

17. A soil reinforced retaining wall for an earthen formation, 
comprising: 



a) first and second welded wire soil reinforcing mats embedded in the 
formation in generally horizontally spaced relationship with the second 
mat being disposed above the first mat and the first mat having a face 
extending upwardly from one end thereof toward the second mat; and, 

b) support means carried by the face of the first mat and disposed for 
supporting engagement with the second mat, said means being movable 
relative to the face to permit the second mat to move vertically 
relative to the first mat to accommodate settling of the earthen 
formation without bulging of the face. 
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An improved method and apparatus for constructing a soil reinforced 
earthen retaining wall wherein successive soil reinforcing mats embedded 
within an earthen formation have bent-up face elements which are 
slidably engaged to enable the earthen formation to settle without 
bulging the face elements. Backing mats are disposed behind the face 
elements for movement relative thereto in generally vertical planes. The 
backing mats serve to support the successive soil reinforcing mats and 
permit the mats to more toward one another to accommodate settling of 
the formation without bulging of the face elements. 
Update Code : 
2002-13 



1/1 LGST - ©EPO 
Patent Number : 

US6357970 Bl 20020319 (US6357970) (Bl) Granted patent as first 
publication 
Application Number : 

US56833800 20000510 [2000US-0568338] 
Publication actions : 

20000510 US-API [POS; EXM) 

FILING DETAILS 

US56833800 20000510 [2000US-0568338] 
20020319 US-B1 {POS; PIF] 
Granted patent as first publication 
US6357970 Bl 20020319 [US6357970] 
Action Taken : 

20000510 US/AS-A [NMC] 
ASSIGNMENT 

OWNER: HILFIKER PIPE COMPANY 3900 BROADWAY EUREKA CALIFOR; EFFECTIVE 
DATE: 20000502 

ASSIGNMENT OF ASSIGNORS INTEREST / AS S I GNORS : HILFIKER, HAROLD K. ; HILFIKER, 
WILLIAM B. / REEL/ FRAME: 011029/0530 

20040615 US/RF-A IOPP] 

REISSUE APPLICATION FILED 

EFFECTIVE DATE: 20040312 
Lasted Event Group : 

OPP 

Alive 
Update Code : 

2004-29 



1/1 CRXX - ©CLAIMS /RRX 
Patent Number : 

6,357,970 A 20020319 [US6357970] 
Patent Assignee : 

Hilfiker Pipe Co 
Actions : 

20040312 REISSUE REQUESTED 

ISSUE DATE OF O.G.: 20040615 

REISSUE REQUEST NUMBER: 10/799492 

EXAMINATION GROUP RESPONSIBLE FOR REISSUEPROCESS : 3673 



Reissue Patent Number: 



